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Mapping of Colonial Villages 
The Department of Lands, Physical Planning, Housing and Urbanization, Nyeri County is in the 

process of mapping all colonial villages in the county. This will help the county government 

know the rightful land owners and subsequent issue title deeds.  

The Challenge 

Residents several colonial villages, Nyeri County have protested against delayed survey of the 

land and issue of title deeds as directed by President Uhuru Kenyatta. Residents accused the 

County Government of frustrating the exercise and tinkering with the list of residents and 

beneficiaries. Residents say strangers have been brought in to get a share of the land. They 

said private surveyors visited the villages and created demarcation points immediately after 

the presidential directive to the Lands ministry.  

What They Are Doing 

The Department of Lands, Physical Planning, Housing and Urbanization, Nyeri County acquired 

3 units of SP80 GNSS equipment and Automatic Level Machines to carry out survey of the 

colonial villages. The exercise will help resettle citizens living in eight colonial villages in the 

second phase of the project in Nyeri County. Mapping has been tedious in the past with a lot 

of delays and inaccuracies reported by residents. The beneficiaries have been living in dingy 

houses posing fears of evacuation from private land owners since independence. Those 

benefitting are drawn from Kiamwathi, Gitathini, Ihwagi, Gitero, Gikomo Mweiga, Ragati, Miiri 

and Chorong’i with a population of 4, 790. 

According to the county coordinator it will take 12 months until issuing title deeds to the 

beneficiaries whose tenure is on public land. He however said development maps for the eight 

villages have already been prepared and economic survey commenced. The county executive 

in charge of Lands, Housing and Physical planning warned the beneficiaries from selling the 

land after acquiring title deeds. He also urged the people to embrace diversified agricultural 

practices to ensure there is food security. Early this year, other six colonial villages residents 

in Gatitu, Kihatha, Riamukurwe, Muruguru, Kihuyo and Kiarithaini were issued with 400 title 

deeds which benefitted about 2, 000 people. 

 The Department is utilizing the technology to carry out mapping of the colonial villages across 

the county to help solve the problem of internal squatters once and for all. Accurate maps will 

enable the county government to coordinate with the national government to issue title deed 

to members.  

 

 

Success Story 

Organization 
County Government of Nyeri 
 

Location 
Nyeri, Kenya 
 

Industry 
Government 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The SP80 GNSS Equipment procured 

from Blue Line Supplies through Oakar 

Services Ltd will enabled the county 

government to effectively carry out 

accurate and precise mapping of 

colonial villages which has been a 

challenge before acquisition of the 

equipment” 

Douglas Gikonyo  
County Surveyor  
County Government of Nyeri 
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An example of a colonial village in Nyeri County 

Why You Need This Too 

The SP80 GNSS receivers from Oakar Services/Blue Line continue to provide the Department of Lands at the County with valuable 

service and benefits such as: 

High Accuracy: The SP80 GNSS receiver guarantees very high accuracy and precision in surveying and mapping. With revolutionary 

new GNSS processing technology and fully utilizing all the 6 GNSS systems; GPS, GLONASS, BeiDou, Galileo, QZSS and SBAS the receiver 

provides a high degree of accuracy. 

User-friendly: For the qualified professionals in the department, the equipment and software required minimal technical training. 

Further, features such as the Web UI access via WiFi and SMSs for monitoring and configuring the receiver and the RTK Bridge make 

the SP80 very user friendly.  

Reliable: The system is highly reliable and is compatible with other mapping and design programs such as AutoCAD. During RTK 

outages, backup RTK automatically switches to a secondary correction source so that valuable time and money in the field is not lost. 

Durable: The ability for survey and mapping equipment to serve the interests of an organization for considerable span of time. The 

equipment is stored in manner that guarantees safety besides having strong outer casing and internal components that ensures 

durability. 

Designed for tough environment: Closed canopy forest cover is often characterized by tough terrain and mapping such areas by 

conventional means is a tough and near impossible task. The SP80 works perfectly especially well under tree canopy and additionally 

is encased in a rugged housing thus with standing drops and water immersion.  

 


